








CFE-DM CASE STUDY SERIES NO. 11 « U.S. MILITARY RESPONSE TO TYPHOON DOKSURI/EGAY IN THE PHILIPPINES

Photo 4 shows Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr., AFP Chief Staff General Romeo S Brawner Jr.
arrive in Lal-lo, Cagayan via Philippine Air Force’s Black Hawk helicopter.”

Photo 5 depicts U.S. and Philippines military personnel at Lal-lo airport loading relief goods onto a V-22
Osprey.”

Photo 4: Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr. and Photo 5: U.S. and Philippines military personnel loading
AFP Chief Staff General Romeo S Brawner Jr. arrive in relief goods onto a V-22 Osprey at Lal-lo.
Lal-lo.

Photo 6 shows Filipino and American troops loading relief goods at Lal-lo Airport bound for Fuga and
Calayan Islands.”

Photo 7 depicts U.S. Marines and Philippine servicemembers and citizens offloading relief supplies
provided by the Government of the Philippines from a U.S. Marine Corps CH-53E Super Stallion at Lal-
lo Airport/ Cagayan North International Airport, Cagayan province, on 3 August 2023.”
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Photo 6: Filipino and American troops loading relief Photo 7: U.S. Marines and Philippine servicemembers
goods at Lal-lo airport bound for Fuga and Calayan and citizens offload supplies provided by the
Islands. Government of the Philippines at Lal-lo.
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Photo 8 depicts still shots from an AFP-edited video montage, with the text summarizing one
approximate division of tasks, where U.S. military aircraft delivered relief goods provided by the
Philippine government and AFP aircraft transported Philippine personnel.*

Photo 9 shows U.S. Marines with 3d Marine Littoral Regiment, 3d Marine Division, assisting with
offloading equipment provided by the Government of the Philippines, at Laoag International Airport on
29 July 2023.¢!
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US AIRCRAFT WERE UTILIZED 5 WHILE PHILIPPINE AIR FORCE’S C-295
H AND BLACK HAWK HELICOPTERS
WERE USED FOR PERSONNELTRANSPORT.
h

Photo 8: AFP-edited video montage using DoD photos. Photo 9: U.S. Marines help offload equipment provided
by the Government of the Philippines at Laoag
International Airport on 29 July.

Photo 10 depicts U.S. Marines with 3d Marine Littoral Regiment, 3d Marine Division, and Philippine
Marines providing road clearing assistance at Laoag International Airport on 29 July 2023.%2

Photo 11 shows U.S. Marines with Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 163 (Reinforced), Marine
Aircraft Group 16, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, and Philippine Marines offloading food and water
provided by the Government of the Philippines from an MV-22B Osprey in Basco, Batanes province on
31 July 2023.%°

Photo 10: U.S. Marines and Philippine Marines provide Photo 11: U.S. Marines and Philippine Marines offload
road clearing assistance at Laoag Airport. supplies provided by the Government of the Philippines
in Basco, Batanes.
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Photo 12 portrays Philippine Marines, Soldiers, Fire Fighters, and Policemen offloading food and water
provided by the Government of the Philippines from a U.S. Marine Corps MV-22B Osprey with Marine
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 163 (Reinforced), Marine Aircraft Group 16, 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing in Basco, Batanes province on 1 August 2023.% The U.S. Marine Corps helped transport nearly
5,500 kilograms of food and water to Batanes using U.S. military aircraft.*®

Photo 13 portrays a Filipina woman passing along relief supplies provided by the Philippine Department
of Social Welfare and Development and delivered by a U.S. Marine Corps MV-22B Osprey with Marine
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 163 (Reinforced), Marine Aircraft Group 16, 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing on Fuga Island on 3 August 2023.%

Photo 12: Philippine security and first responder Photo 13: A Filipina citizen passes along relief supplies
personnel offload water and food provided by the delivered by a MV-22B Osprey on Fuga Island.
Government of the Philippines from a MV-22B Osprey

in Basco.

Photo 14 shows U.S. Marines, Philippine Marines, and Filipino citizens taking a group photo after
conducting emergency relief efforts on Fuga Island on 3 August 2023.*

Photo 14: U.S. Marines, Philippine Marines, and Filipino
Citizens Conclude Relief Efforts on Fuga Island
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Conclusion

Typhoon Doksuri made landfall in the Philippines on 26 July 2023, leading to the deaths of dozens of
people and widespread flooding and landslides. The U.S. DoD provided assistance from 31 July to 3
August. The request for assistance was unique in that it came directly from the AFP to the DoD through
JUSMAGPHIL. The request was timed with U.S. military personnel still being located in the Philippines
for the bilateral MASA-23 exercise on Palawan, allowing for support to be provided before they
redeployed out of the country.

The DoD supported relief efforts by providing airlift of relief goods. Four MV-22B Ospreys, four CH-
53E Super Stallions, and 35 Marines and Sailors who had completed the MASA-23 exercise transitioned
from preparing to redeploy back to the U.S. toward supporting relief efforts in response to Typhoon
Doksuri. During the three days of relief efforts, the Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 163 transported
approximately 64,000 pounds of food and water, supplied by the Government of the Philippines.
Supplies were flown across 3,900 nautical miles to affected communities as far as the remote Batanes
Islands located north of Luzon in the Philippine Sea.®

The U.S. military refueled in coordination with the Philippines government at expeditionary locations,
including Lal-lo Airfield, which was notable for being a recently designated EDCA sites. EDCA sites are
jointly agreed upon facilities where the U.S. invest in infrastructure and capacity development and the
Philippines allows access to U.S. troops to enhance mutual security cooperation. One of the benefits of
EDCA sites is the ability to better support disaster relief efforts in the region.

Questions for Discussion

e What are the primary objectives of U.S. military—foreign military engagements?

e What synergies can two treaty allies bring to disaster response, particularly with the U.S. and
the Philippines having a bilateral security agreement?

e What is the significance of Enhanced Defense Cooperation sites, such as Lal-lo?

e What are the considerations for the U.S. military that much of the local communication and
coordination was done via apps, especially the “Signal” app in this case?

* How can the Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA) between the Philippines and the
U.S. facilitate disaster relief operations? (This is alternately referred to between the U.S. and
other countries as Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreements.)
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